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- Folk Explanations of Intentional Action -
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Figure 1
Domains of explanarion (circled) within the folk concept of intentionality,

1

1 e.g. She hit her free-throws because she had practiced them all week.

2



[valuings]

80%

Malle, Knobe, O’'Laughlin, Pearce, & Nelson (2000)

7% 28%

Q.
A

4k =.72 .88 (Malle, 1998)

5 e.g. “Shanna ignored her brother’s arguments because they were irrelevant.” + “even though she was
not aware of the fact that they were irrelevant.”

6 e.g. She came to the party ‘cause she didn't know that her ex was gonna be there.

7 e.g. 1) " Anne was driving above the speed because she knew the store before 6 o'clock.” --> "and she
wanted to get to the store." 2) "Anne was driving above the speed limit because she wanted to get to the
store before 6 o'clock.” --> "and she thought that only by driving fast could she be there by 6 o'clock.”



(Malle et al., 2000)

goal, aim, end, purpose

/ [affect] 9
liking, hating, missing preferring A over B
[deficiency]
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(Malle, Knobe, Nelson, & Stevens, in-prep.)

she wanted, she thought, she likes

10

[deficiency]1t [self-centeredness]12

8 e.g. “Why did she turn up the volume?” “To make her brother mad.”
9 e.g. “Why did she go dancing?” “She loves dancing.”

10 e.g. She’s quitting her job because she thinks her pay such.

11 e.g. He went to the store because he needed more milk.

12 e.g. We had to stop because he wanted to have some coffee.



Anne invited Ben for dinner because she is friendly.
Carey watered the plants because she stayed at home in the morning.
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why
13
14
Why?  What for? How possible? 4 12 (Malle et al.
2000)

(McClure & Hilton, 1997)

13 e.g. I go to the supermarket almost every day because | have three kids.
14 e.g. “How come John aced the exam? — He's a stats whiz.” “Phoebe got all her work done because
she had a lot of coffee.”



Heider(1958)
personal causality impersonal causality
Kelley(1967)

Schult & Wellman(1997)
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Hickling & Wellman(2000)

Wellman

e.g.

e.g. She didn't go because her ex was there.

Jones & Davis(1965)
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e.g.

[feeling]

e.g. “Why did Jimmy pour milk in his cereal bowl?” “Because he likes it.”
e.g. “Why did Sarah squeeze ketchup on her ice cream?” “Because she didn't know it was ketchup.”
e.g. The reason | ask for so much juice is because | get thirsty.
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